Breadth: Natural Science 

Goals/Rationale:

Natural Science coursework fosters students’ understanding of the principles, theories, and methods of modern science, the relationship between science and technology, the implications of scientific discoveries and the potential of science and technology to address problems of the contemporary world.
Objectives/Expected learning outcomes:
· Students understand the basic facts, principles, theories and methods of modern science.

· Students learn key events in the history of science.

· Students provide examples of the inter-dependence of scientific and technological developments.

· Students discuss social and philosophical implications of scientific discoveries and understand the potential of science and technology to address problems of the contemporary world.

Courses proposed for this component of the general education curriculum (GEC) should be designed with these goals and objectives in mind and considered in terms of their contribution to the requirement as a whole. Courses will be reviewed by the ASC CCI in light of these goals and objectives. All GEC courses should be made available to undergraduates with a minimum of prerequisites require and not be restricted to majors.
Guidelines:
Proposals should address the following questions. If a question is not applicable, please provide a short statement indicating why it is not applicable:
1.  How do the particular objectives of the course fit the goals and expected outcomes of this category?

2.  How do the topics fit the goals and expected outcomes of this category?

3.  How do the prerequisites provide an appropriate level of preparation for the proposed course?  If there are no prerequisites, please indicate how this is consistent with the proposed level of the course.

4.  How do the assigned readings fit the goals and expected outcomes of this category?

5.  How do the written assignments help students to achieve the goals and expected outcomes of this category?

As stated in the ASC Model Curriculum “… laboratory experiences may range from familiar experimental work to field trips, astronomical observations, or the like.” It also states that the purpose of the laboratory is to “ provide concrete experiences of the principles being presented and of the problems of observation, measurement, and proof in the natural sciences.”

If the course is being proposed to fulfill the requirement for a course with a laboratory, please answer the following question:
6.  What type(s) of experiences will students have in the laboratory component of the course?

If the course is being proposed as part of a sequence to fulfill the requirement for a two course sequence, please answer the following question:
7.  What is the relationship between the courses in the sequence that links the two courses together?

Please submit the following electronically to (        ):

· a short statement identifying which of the general principles of the GEC will be addressed through this course

· course syllabus

· answers to the questions above with reference to the syllabus

· an assessment plan for the course

· sample assignments and examinations (optional)

Required Coursework for Students:
Bachelor of Arts students must take 15 hours, usually three courses.  They must choose a two course sequence and at least one additional course.  At least one course must be in the biological sciences and one course must be in the physical sciences.  At least one course must have a laboratory.

Bachelor of Sciences students must take 20 hours, usually four courses.  They must choose a two course sequence and at least two additional courses.  At least one course must be in the biological sciences and one course must be in the physical sciences.  At least one course must have a laboratory.

